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Dr. Amadou-Mahtar M'Bow.
The Director General,
I-\TSCO,

LITSCO Office,

Paris,

FRANCE.

Dear Sir,

AN APPEAL TO UNESCO TO SAFEGUARD AND PRESERVE THE CULTURAL PROPERTY
IN SRI LANKA ENDANGERED BY RACIAL PREJUDICE, UNLAWFUL OCCUPATION
OR WILFUL DESTRUCTION.

1. Considering that Cultural Property of a Country constitutes a basic
element of civilization and National culture and heritage which should be
preserved for posterity in its pristine glory for the purpose of
Encouraging mutual understanding among peoples and thereby serve the
cause of peace,

2. Considering that the prehistoric, proto historic and historic
monuments and remains which are the products of the cultural traditions
of the people to whom they belong support the contemporary civilization
and its future evolution,

3. Considering also that cultural property is the product and witness of
the different traditions and of the spiritual achievements of the past
and thus is an essential element in the personality of the peoples of
the world; and that it is incumbent upon every state to protect the
cultural property existing within its territory against various types of
dangers,

4. I, Caluwadewage Cyril Mathew, President of the Foundation for the
restoration and protection of Buddhist Shrines in Sri Lanka and Minister
of Industries & Scientific Affairs of the Democratic Socialist

Republic of Sri Lanka do hereby address this appeal to UNESCO requesting
it to take effective measures to safeguard and preserve the Cultural
Property in Sri Lanka endangered by racial prejudice, unlawful occupation
wilful destruction.

5. Sri Lanka -the Resplendent Island -was acclaimed the ancient gateway
to the east and the centre Eastern commerce. She was the Taprobane of the
Greeks and Romans, the Serendip of the Arabs,the Ratnadipa (the island of
gems) of King Solomon of Biblical times, the Para Samudra of Kautilya's
Arthasastra, the Sinhala dipa (the land of the Sinhala) of the Great
Chronicle (Mahavamsa)and the "land without sorrow" of Ancient Chinese.



6. Sri Lanka is very rich in ancient monuments, pre-historic,
be‘pukoftheg!oryofttsdvﬂhatbnmdcuhm. FormadyZO(nyunSnlanh'-thmd
a Sovereign State until 1505 A.D.mnthemlﬂﬁmeprovinoucmeundﬂthmddthm,
folhmdbydnbutchmdhISISWM(heenthhhndbewnelColonyonhem

1 The&itﬁnnukmgmumedamvumimcdkduwm&umndpu@dw
mmmmmwnmm,mmmdmofwmmmmmnmmofmm
pmfmodbytbeadaflmdhhabiunuhinﬁohbkmdmmu,uhkunmdmdmﬂpmtobe
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8. The country regained its independence in 1948 and in keeping with the tradition of the ancient
smhmmmmtmypwvﬁonhubmmdahdnmmnuﬂmumlm and 1978 for the state
to ytotectmdfouetBuddhi-n(Vlds Appendix A.Page X),

9. lnthaConﬂitutlonldoptedMlmnkﬁmlymted in Article 9 that the Republic of Sri Lanka
shall give to Buddhism the foremost plaoe.andwcofdhdyushanbethedutyoflhmeloprotectmdfmr
mwdhmommmmmrdmmmedomofwonhip. thought, conscience, & ¢.

10, Therefore, it hmcumbcntonthecovmmemwukamlopmtec(mdnfeg\mdiucuhuul
mpmywmceﬂmwmmmmmdhmcwmumdabm.

11 MmmmWUmomdhthcmmm‘Mymwbnm&onofﬂwhhndhaduken
place zbout the 6th Century B.C. mlncndnholmitthndﬂaenmdins:iunhmbefmthndmt
ofthaArymIntha6th0=nturyB.C.Anmndh;p\m.theﬁmmldlyof&ilmk&uowbdh.hd
amenities which compared well even with modem standards. It was a well planned city where various
establishments were located in different parts of the city. There were well laid-out streets, bazaars and parks,
npmnecﬁomfotduumcnmdhdiﬂ'mt professions, and for maintenance services such as work
connected with cemeteries, conservancy work, etc., all indicative of a well planned city.

12. mmmmorusmmmmmmmm“(mw).m
monastic complexes with multi storied buildings, gigantic sculptures, vast cave temples with exquisite mural
Mopukntphmpmmmmponds, etc.

13. Above all, the ancient Sinhalese were sble to build huge reservoirs (Wews) as far back as 4th
Century B.C. nnmudmmmwumnmmmu\ay-(m Century B.C.) constructed artificial lakes
wpcovldcfoxthonoedsofthadtyolmmadhlpnnumluwwuthnbeﬁdhwhkhpmduudmefood
for its citizens. mmmnorwmwmmworwsnmhun exhibited great
skill mmwmmpmw«nofmmmmmmmmwnm.
lymmofcmnndlofdiﬁmmwnumdothﬂmmuﬂwmwmdmrykind“uunlqminthemdem
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15. Buddhism was introduced to Sri Lanka in the 3rd CenturyB.C.by the
missionaries sent by Emperor Asoka led by his son Arahant Mahinda during
the reign of King Devanampiyatissa.Since then the art, architecture and
the way of life of the whole nation have been influenced by the noble
doctrine of the Buddha. Immediately after the introduction of Buddhism
the worship of the Bodhitree (FicusReligiosa) and the funerary mound
knownas the stupa became the two aspects of popular worship.

16. Tradition has it that stupas were founded in Srilanka even before the
time of Asoka. Immediately after the introduction 'of Buddhism it spread
to all parts of the island within a very short period of time.

This can be ascertained by the numerous pre-christianin scriptions
indited under the drip ledges of natural caves. Discovered almost all
over the country. These inscriptions which record the donation of the
caves to Buddhist monks supply us with a wealth of information in regard
to linguistic, historical and social data of the period.

They also testify to the high standards of literacy which prevailed among
the Sinhalese of the3rd Century B.C.

17. The ancient monuments scattered all over Sri Lanka together with the
remains of ancient cities such as Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Sigiriya and
Kandy bear eloquent testimony to the great architectural and sculptural
abilities of the people of the country. All the ancient remains of Sri
Lanka perta into the Buddhist religion.

18. Most of these monuments and their sites are being looked after and administered by the Depart-
ment of Archaeology of Sri Lanka which functions under the Minstry of Cultursl Affsirs, The Department
derives its power from the Antiguities Ordinance No.9 of 1940,

19. Realizing that the Department of Archaeology is not fully equipped to take immediate steps to
arrest the dangers which threaten the existence of certain ancient monuments situated in the Northern and
Esstern Provinces it was decided by His Excellency J. R. Jayawardens, the President of Sri Lanka at a meeting
of the Cabinet of Ministers, to solicit and muster the blessings, co-operation and the resources of other organisa-
tions and agencies in the identification and preservation of the ancient archaeological monuments which are
threatened by racial prejudice or wilful destruction.

20. In response to this decision an organisation called the Congress of Buddhist Associations i
Corporations of which I am the President had deliberations with Hon, E. L. B, Hurulle, the Mmlxle:o;? (ltnulst;::
Affairs under whom the Department of Archaeology, the official Custodian of ancient monuments in Sri Lanka
functions, and with his kind consent has undertaken to help the Archaeological Department in its works of
excavation and restoration of the ancient monuments that have been threatened with destruction. In course of
time 35 it became clear that the abilities and resources of the above organisation too were meagre 10 meet the
dmnq of the Department of Archacology a new organisation called the Foundation for the restoration and
protection of Buddhist Shrines in Sl Lanka was formed and as President of that Foundation I was entrusted
with the heavy responsibility of exploring the possibility of organising a world wide campaign with assistance
from UNESCO and its member states to safeguard the Cultural Property in Sri Lanka. Hence, this appeal to

UNESCO to safeguard the Cultural Property in Sri Lanka d i judi
i S endangered by racial prejudice, unlawful occupation

21. The attached map (Appendix B) depicts 276 such sites situated in theNorthernand Eastern
Provinces of Sri Lanka.

22, Appendix C gives a list of 24 sites with unique archseological monuments which have been’subject-
eo.i to.wﬂful damage or destruction at various stages. The historical importance and the authenticity of the
historical descriptions pertaining to each site are asserted by the relevant documents such as reports, notes, &c
of Archaeological officers, given in Appendix D with sppropriate referen ces. ' T

23. Appendix E contains photographs showing a few ancient monuments in the rthern Easte
Provinces of Sri Lanka and the destruction caused to some of them, e - o

24. For the purposs of this memorandum, the term “cultural property" means “Cultural Property™
as defined in paragraph No, 1 in the recommendation concerning the pmoervntlon’:)f cultural property mdan::r-

:36 bsy public or private works adopted by the General Conference at its fifteenth session, Paris, 19th November
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25. Finally, I earnestly request UNESCO to have an international project
with financial assistance from the member states to safeguard and
preserve the cultural Property of Sri Lanka endangered by racial
prejudice, unlawful occupation or wilful destruction.

Yours faithfully,

el C%.&\Qka. =
20. 7. 1183

( CALUWADEWAGE CYRIL MATHEW)

PRESIDENT OF THE CONGRESS OF BUDDHIST ASSOCIATIONS

OF STATE CORPORATIONS AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE

FOUNDATION FOR THE RESTORATION AND PROTECTION OF
BUDDHIST SHRINES IN SRI LANKA

AND
MINISTER OF INDUSTRIES & SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS,
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

101, Bamnes Place,
Colombo 7.
Sri Lanka.



APPENDIX A

The Kandyan Convention,1815 A.D.
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i 7 he Constitution of Sri Lanke, 1972
CHAPTER 11

BUDDHISM

Buddhism. €. The Republic of Sri Lanka shall give to Buddhism the
foremost place and accordingly it shall be the duty of the
Staie to protect and foster Buddhisp while assuring to ail
religions the rights granted by section 18 (1) (d).

The Constitution of the Democratic Socialist 5
Republic of Sri Lanka, 1978

CHAPTER II

BUDDHISM

0. The Republic of Sri Lanka shall give to Buddbism.
Buddhism the foremost place and accordingly it shall
be the duty of the State to protect and foster the
Buddha Sasana, while assuring to all religions the
rights granted by Articles 10 and 14(1)(e).
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APPENDIX C

1. THE SRI WARDHANA BODHI TREE AT KILIVEDDI

The ancient Bodhi Tree (Ficus Religiosa) called Sri Wardhana in Sinhalese Buddhist literature which
was situated in the village of Kiliveddi near the ancient temple of Seruvila in Trincomalee District in the Eastern
Province of Sri Lanka had been originally planted in the 3rd Century B.C. by King Devanampiyatissa, the
contemporary of King Asoks of India who was responsible for the propagation of Buddhism in Sri Lanka. This
Bodhi Tree was an anclent monument under the Antiquities Ordinance, No, 9 of 1940 (Cap. 188-Legislative
Enactments of Ceylon),

The Sanctity and antiquity of the Sri Wardhana Bodhi Tree

According to the Dh , @ Sinhalese text of the 14th century which records historical material
since 3rd century B.C, this particular Bodhi Tree belonged to the historic and well known Mangala Maha Stupa
of Seruvila which was erected by Kavantissa, the father of King Duty Gemunu, the greatest in the line of Sinhala
rulers, This was in accord with the wish of the Buddha himself (Dhatuvamsa pp. 10,16 and 35).

However, the Sri Wardhana (Kiliveddi) Bodhi Tree which has received the veneration of the Sinhala
Kings of Sri Lanka and the Buddhists of the workd for over thousands of years as the companion to the Seruvila
Mangala Maha Stupa was actually planted there long before the erection of the Stupa by King Kavantissa in the
2nd century B.C.

According to the Bodhivamsa a text which gives the history of the Great Bodhi Tree at Anuradhapura,
this Bodhi Tree was planted by the great King Devanampiya Tissa (250-210 BC) on the instructions of the Great
Thera Mahinda. It was one of the original saplings that grew out of the first five berries that appeared on the
Bodhi Tree at Anuradhapura.

Therefore, the Sti Wardhana (Kiliveddi) Bodhi Tree, is second in terms of its sanctity and antiquity
only to the Great Bodhi Tree at Anuradhapura (Bodhivamsa: pp. 187-190).

RECENT HISTORY
Valuable evidence of a Tamil Officer (Divisional Revenue Officer)

This historic Bodhi Tree which was planted by King Devanampiya Tissa over 2000 years ago stood
unharmed receiving the veneration of millions of Buddhists until 1970. From a letter sent by the D.R.O.
Muttur, (1950), a Tamil by race, Mr. M. Sivagnana Sundaram, to the G.A. Trincomalee on 08.09.1950, it is
clear that at the time he examined this site the historic Bodhi Tree stood intact. It is stated in his letter tha
“The Sacred Bo Tree at Kiliveddy is close to the road and is surrounded by short granite pillars. The tree is
an old one.”

Vide - Folio 38 of Archaeological Dept. File No. EC/B/649

Page 1 of Appendix D.
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EVIDENCE WHICH PROVES THAT THE BODHI TREE WAS
DESTROYED BY NON-BUDDHIST VANDALS

Cutﬁuoﬁmfwthe&ﬂmillﬂl)m(hcaanoh Federal Party M.P,

Some branches of this Sacred Bodhi Tree were cut down for the first time in 1970 under the pretext
of providing telephone lines to the residence of Mr. Thangadorai, the Federal Party M. P, elected to the Muttur
seat in 1970, Ven Dambagasare Sumedhamkara Maha Nayake Thera who is the incumbent of the Seruvila
Mangala ; Vihara and also the Chief High Priest of the Tamandaku East twin districts, on hearing this
tragic news, brought it to the notice of the then Prime Minister, Mrs, Sirimavo Bandaranaike, the Hon. Minister
of Cultural Affairs, the Government Agent, Trincomalee and the Commissioner of Archaeology. It is clear that
the Government in power at the time, nevertheless, took no steps to stop this vandalism and ignored it totally.

mMo!PmMTmmhﬁomnaneuMhmnmmdmoﬂm
of the Bodhi Tree

On this occasion 2 complaint was made through the All Ceylon Buddhist Congress to the Hon.
Minister of Posts and Telecommunications, Mr. C. Kumarasuriyar against the Federal Party M.P. for Muttur, Mr.
Thangadorai who got the branches of the Bodhi Tree cut by the workmen of the Telecommunications Depart-
ment. On 23.01.1971, Mr. Kumarasuriyar wrote to the All Ceylon Buddhist Congress cxpressing his deep
regret about it.

The Assistant Commissioner of Archacology, Mr. M.H, Sirisoma, who in 1971 went with the Hon.
Minister of Cultural Affairs to inspect the site has reported that there was no wall round the land on which the
Bodhi Tree stood and that while the Bodhi Tree was still there, work on the erection of a Kovil on the adjacent
land was in progress.

Eyewitness report of Dr. Nissanka w&m&emmmmmo‘mﬂmu
Mmu«.muw

The Hon. Minister of Justice Dr. Wijeratne, The Diyawadana Nilame (the Chief lay Custodian) of the
$ri Dalada Maligawa (Temple of the sacred Tooth-Relic) during his term of office as Secretary 10 the Ministry of
Cultural Affairs, visited the Kiliveddi Bodhi Tree at Seruvila in the company of the them Hon, Minister of
Cultural Affairs, Mr. 5.5, Kulatillaka to inspect it. He has reported that he sensed the existence of a plan to
destroy the Bodhi Tree by the non-Buddhist vandals and that he instructed the officers of the Archaeclogical
Department to take steps (0 guard the place, (Page 2 of Appendix D).

Sri Wardhana Bodhi Tree (Kiliveddi) of Seruvila began to come under an evil star from 04.11,1957
when under the Village Committee Ordinance (Section 40) the land on which the Bodhi Tree stood was vested
in Mallikativu Village Committee,

Destruction in 1976

In 1976 the Government Agent of Trincomalee, Mr, Eric J. de Silva, had reported to the Superinten-
dent of Police, Trincomalee, Mr. Y.D. Senerat that it had been brought to his notice that a few more branches
of the Bodhi Tree had been cut on 02.08.1976 and that plans were afoot to cut more and more branches of the
Bodhi Tree with a view to totally destroying it during the last fow days of a Hindu festival which was being held
in the neighbourhood, He has also added that a tense situation was building upumnglheﬂm\-lmnuddhim
of the area as a result of these acts.

Vide Archasological Dept. File No. EC/B/E14 folios 120,121-123.
Also EC/B{E/75 folios 4 and 29-30,32:33.

Pages 3-11 of Appendix D.
X
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Further destruction by the chopping off of all branches leaving only a ten foot high stump

According to the statements of the Government Agent, Mr. Eric J. de Silva, (he was becoming more
and more apprehensive of the possible dreadful repercussions) Mr. Thangadorai had told him over the telephone
that *“if the Bodhi Tree stood on the land of the Kovil what they do with it is the responsibility of the people to
whom the Knawil halange ™ Whan twn daye latar, Mr Frie T de Silva vicitad the cite in quaction, sll that ha wae
;ble to see was only @ ten foot stump of the sacred Bodhi Tree which had received the veneration of devotees
or centuries.

Conscious of the explosive nature of the situation that had srisen as a result of the 13 ol Vindilism
committed and through a sense of national consciousness and religious dedication, the chief incumbent of the
Seruvila Mangala Rajamaha Vihara made a complaint about this to the Headquarters Inspector of Muttur
Police, Mr. B.M.S.B. Basnayake. In consequence of this complaint and public agitation, the Muttur Police, on
12.08.1976 filed action againat tho misgercanto. But she eharges prefemed, instead of bring againet o drisention
of a place of worship, were framed on the basis of a land dispute, Owing to the Non-aligned Conference that
was being held in Sri Lanka at the time, the case was put off and finally taken up on 01°04.1977 on which
occasion it was dismissed.

The destruction of the main trunk of the Sacred Bodhi Tree in 1977

The Government Agent who went there on 04.04.1977 on a tour of inspection discovered that there
was not even a trace of the existence of a Bodhi Tree at that place. What is evident from this is that between
the time of filing action and dismissal of the case even last vestiges of this Sacred Bodhi Tree had been
eradicated.

Filled with unbearsble grief, the Venerable Nayake Thera of Seruvila who was well-advanced in years
had communicated on 18.04.1977 these matters in writing to the then President of the Republic , the
Honourable Prime Minister, the Honourable Minister of Cultural Affairs, the Inspector General of Police,
the Government Agent, The Commissioner of Archaeology and the Head Quarters Inspector, Muttur.

At the time this government came into office in July, 1977, it was discovered that the unlawful con-
struction of a new Hindu Kovil had commenced at the site where the historic Bodhi Tree had stood and that
the Hindu Kovil building had come up to roof-level. The result of this was that at the site where the historic
Bodhi Tree stood there came to be two Hindu Kovils. Further, all evidence of the existence of the Bodhi Tree
at the site had been completely obliterated.

An cxamination of all the facts of the case reveals that the vestingin the Village Committee of
Mallikativu in the year 1957 of the premises on which the Sri Wardhana Bodhi Tree stood containing within its
ruins stone pillars which proved the existence of s Bodhighara, was a direct violation by the then government
of a statutory provision honoured since 1815,

During the subsequent period 1970 to 1977 in which a well calculated scheme was being executed to
destroy the Bodhi Tree, obliterate the ruins of the Bodhighara and reduce the shrine to a bare land, the then
government took no steps to safeguard it and thus failed to uphold the section of the constitution which under-
takes “to safeguard and protect Buddhism™

As o result of the detailed memorandum submitted to (His Excellency the President) by the Seruvila
Sacred City Development Society on 27.06.1979 a special order was made by His Excellency the President
of Sri Lanka, Under this order the land on which the Sri Wardhana (Kiliveddi) Bodhi Tree stood has been
taken over by the Department of Archacology on 29.11.1979 as an archacological reserve.

14.12.1979 Gazette (No. 67) of the Socialist Democratic Republic of Sri Lanka Pp. 12-14 of Appendix D.
XV
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subsaquently, two other Buddha heads of the same period have been discovered. A few Roman coins discovered
beside the Buddha Heads have been identified and dated to the 4th century A.D. (P.22 of Appendix D). In the
vicinity are the remains of & Buddhist monastic establishment of the 2nd Century A.D.

Vide Annual Report of the Archacological Commissioner, 1955, pp. 8,10,11,

Ancient Sinhalese Sculpture, N. Wijesckera, p, 57.

Archacological Dept, File No:EC/B/E/41 , folio, 79 & 8.

Epigraphia Zeylanica, VoLIII, pp. 158-161.

Pp. 22-33 of Appendix D,

4. SEMBIMALAI

Sembimalal a hillock which is situated a few miles away from Kuccaveli contains the remains of an
extensive Buddhist monastic establishment which could be dated to the esrly Anuradhapura period. Remains of
farge stupa mounds, sacred-foot-print-stones, (Pada Lanchana Ghara) monastic buildings and Buddha images
are to be seen at this site. A large Buddha Statue approximately 8ft. in height which was there at the site at the
begining of October 1978, when the Government Agent for Trincomalee visited the palce, was found to be
mysteriously missing when the District Revenue Officer of the area inspected the site on the 25th of October of
the same year. There were indications to say that it had been dragged down the precipice, prior to its removal,
This particular statue had been recovered subsequently by the Archaeological Officers six miles away from
Sembimalai. There is a modern Hindu Kowil at the site, The excavation done at the site had exposed the
remains of two early stupas which are being conserved by the Department of Archaeology at the moment. The
ancient foundation of the vihara extends beyond the new Hindu Kovil. A Ist Century A.D. rock inscription
discovered recently at the site gives the name of the vihara.

Vide Archacological Dept. File No. EC/B/E[26 (ii) folios: 219,220 and
EC/B/E(26 (iii) folio 10 and EC/B/E/4] folio 84,

News report from Daily News, October 14, 1980, p.3.

Pp. 34-40 of Appendix D,

5. VILANKULAM

The remains of an ancient monastery are seen in the vicinity of the Vilankulam tank bund on the
Trincomalce Kantalai Road in the district of Trincomalee. The site contains a stupa mound datable to the
Anuradhapura period. The entire site is replete with ancient brick-bats and other ruins datable to the early
Anuradhapura period (3rd Century BC - 6th Century A.D.).

The site had been occupled by non-Sinhalese and the occupants had converted the site into a farm
and a well had been dug into by cutting through the stupa to provide water to the farm.

The land containing the ruins 10 acres in extent has been surveyed to be declared an archaeological
reservation.

Archaeological Dept, File No. EC/B/E{26 (i), folios, 61, 202.
Pp. 41-43 of Appendix D.

6. KURUNDANMALAI

Kurundanmalai is an ancient site situated in the vicinity of Kurundankulam in Nedunkami division
in the District of Mulativu. At this site there exist the remains of ancient stupas, ponds, monastic buildings,
image houses and other architectural embellishments scattered in a large area on a hillock, The place has been
identified as the Kurundapasana vihara built by King Khallata Naga in the 2nd Century B.C., where the
Sinhalese commentary called “Kurundi Atthskatha” was written, The area covered by the remains of the
Kurundi vihara, 78 acres, 2 roods and 13 perches in extent, has been declared an archaeological reservation bya
notification published on the Gazette No. 7981 of 12th May, 1933,

It has been reported that in August 1981, during the recent communal disturbances, when a state of
emergency was in force, certain individuals had entered the archaeological reservation without permission and
had constructed a tiled roof on the remaining stone pillars of an ancient image house in anticipation of convert-
ing it to 2 modern Hindu Kovil. A section of the floor inside the image house has been concreted and cemented,

yvn
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and a trident has been planted. The stone slab placed before the trident to light camphor, etc., is a sacred foot-
print stone of the Buddha. The summit of the adjacent stupa mound has been levelled and cemented sgain, for
the purpose of planting 2 trident. It is evident that an attempt has been made to construct a Hindu Kovil in an
archaeological site where there are the remains of a very ancient Bwddhist vihara.

Vide Archaeological Dept. File No: EC/B/N/7 folios 5 and 10.
Pp 4447 of Appendix D .

7. SAMALANKULAM

Samalankulam is an ancient site in the village of Samalankulam in the Vavuniya District which contains
the remains of two Stupa mounds and an image hous2 which belongs to the Anuradhapura period. A statue of
Avzlokitesvars Bodhisattva and a fragmant of a Buddha Statue were discovered in the process of excavations
and conservation of the image house by the Department of Archacology. After the excavations it was revealed
that there had been constructionsof two periods at the site. A modern Hindu Kovil is being constructed at the
site. Wanton damage had been done to the site and the archacological work had to be carried out with much
opposition. At present the image house and the stupa mounds had been conserved.

Archacological Dept, File No. EC/B/N/57 folios 188,190,185,201,152,153,176,163.
Pp. 4861 of Appendix D

8. PULUKUNAWA

Pulukunawa is situated in the village of Pulukunawa in the Eruvil Porathivu and Manmunal Pattu
AGA’s Division in the district of Batticaloa. The site is approached on the Ampara-Uhana road turning off at a
point about 18 miles from Amparai,

Pulukunawa archacological reserve is a large forested hill on the Southem scarp of which is a large
number of dripledged caves. Many of these caves bear pre-christian inscriptions which record the donation of
the caves to Buddhist monks, In the flat arca below the hill, are the remains of a number of ancient structures.
Among those are a Dagoba dug into by the treasure hunters, some pillared structures and a dried pond. The
most important monument at the site is an Assnaghara with an asana (stone-seat) of 14 ft. 2 inches by 6 feet
2 inches. The structures at the site are girt by & prakara (ancient boundary wall). On inscriptional evidence
available at the site the historicity of the site goes back to the pre-christian era. Certain other ruins at the site
could be dated to the 6th, 7th and 8th centuries A.D,

When the site was inspected on the 15th January 1982 by Asst, Commissioner of Archaeology the
ruins on the hillock had been disturbed by an unauthorised chena cultivation. One Sembukutty who claims
himself as the watcher resides at the site. One large spus stone near the stone seat and three other stone pill-
ars have been removed and taken away. Attempts have been made to remove three other pillars and another

spur stone.
Vide Archaeological Commissioner’s Annual Report 1961-1962, pp. 76-78 and Plate XVI

Paranavitana Felicitation Volume 1963, pp. 166-167 and Plate 4.
Aschaeologital Dept. File No: EC/B/E/33, folio 32, pp. 62-68 of Appendix D,

9. RAHATGALA OR SANTIMALAI

! This site is situated about & miles beyond Pulukunawa towards Batticaloa inside the i
is approachable through a new gravel road through the jungle to Batticaloa. R T e

In an area of about 25 acres remains of ancient buildings are visible and most of the ruins found on
the hillock at the entrance to the site had been disturbed and damaged by modern building activities. Three
new Hindu Kovils have come up on three ancient image houses. The hillock in front of these Kovils too contain
a large modern Hindu Kovil. The ruins beyond the ancient pond in front of the kovil are not disturbed, but it
is evident that the expanding building activitics at the site are going to dislodge these monuments in the near
future. On the rocky area beyond the pond are seen three double-platform buildings and remains of several
other ancient structures which belong to the 7th, 8th centuries A.D. There are 2 number of pillared structures
inside the jungle which have been encroached here and there by Tamil people most probably from Batticaloa
area, The double-platform buildings available at site are very much similar to the buildings at the Western

¥Yvin
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monasteries in Anuradhapura but archaic in type and are the only examples of this type so far discovered in the
region according to Dr, C, E, Godakumbura, the former Archaeological Commissioner,

Vide Archacological Commissioner’s Annual Report 1961-62 P.G.78.

Archacological Dept. File No: EC/B/E{27, folio 118.

Pp. 64 and 69 of Appendix D.

10. KANCHIKUDICHCHI ARU SITE

Kanchikudichchi Aru is a proposed archacological site situated in the Tirukovil A.G.A.’s Division in
the Amparai District. The site is approached on the gravel road from Kanchankudi junction on the
Akkaralpattu Pottuvil road. The site Ims been surveyed in 1974, to be declared as an archacological reserve,
There had been a delay in the handing over of the site to the Department of Archaeology as it was discovered
that the file and the relevant papers in the Ampara Kanchcherl are missimg, Action has now been taken to
remedy the situation,

At Kanchikudiaru the remains of ancient monuments are found on two hillocks situated on either
side of the tank bund. On the hillock on the left hand side are situated remains of an ancient stupa mound
which had been dug into by treasure hunters. It is about 20 ft. in height at the moment, On the summit of the
hillock are the remains of an ancient structure on which a new Hindu Kovil is being built by certain people in
the area. Two flower altars or ancient stone slabs have been used in the kovil as a landing step and as an altar
stone for a statue. The surrounding area is replete with ancient brick-bats. There are a few stone pillars inside
the thicket closer to the dagoba mound.

On the other rock-out crop are eleven excavated caves of which one contains a pre-christian Brahmi
inscription. It records the gift of the cave and the tank to the Buddhist monks, Originally there would have
existed @ forest monastery at the site. The historicity of the site goes back to pre-christian times on
inscriptional evidence. The stone slabs found at the site are of a later date, i.e. circa 8th century A.D.

A cadjan shed erected on top of the second hillock will get itself developed into a flourishing Ganesh
kovil in the near future, if no action is taken by the authorities to protect this.

Vide Archacological Dept. File No. EC/B/E/43, folios 42,4344,
Pp. 70-72 of Appendix D.

11, NELUKKULAM

A stupa mound 30 ft. in height found in a site called Nelukkulam in Vavuniya has been subjected to
destruction by levelling and cementing the site to contain a trident, The stupa which stands on a square plat-
form belongs to the early Anuradhapura period (3rd century B.C. - 6th Century A.D.). Since it had a yupa
stone (a stone shaft) at the centre of the dome to support a stone Umbrelia, it could be decided that the stupa
belonged to the carly christian era. After the excavations it was revealed that there had been various stages of
construction in the monuments at the site.

A few yards away from the stupa are the remains of a structure with standing stone pillars which
could be identified as a monastic building of the ancient Buddhist monastery which had been in existence at the
site. At present the archaeological work at the site is being continued.

Vide Archacological Dept, File No, EC/B/N/57 folios: 124, 222, 185,
Pp. 52,76,77,86 of Appendix D,

12. ETTAMA - POTTUVIL

Ettama In Pottuvil & a site with the remains of a Buddhist vihara and a stupa. At present 2 modern
Hindu Kovil covers the site, The bricks of the stups have been utilised to construct huts, &c., for the squatters,
The Assistant Government Agent of the area has reported that the site has been used by the squatters for
various nefarious activities. At the site there is a beautiful foot-print of Buddha carved on a rock boulder,

14
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Guard stones, dressed stone slabs, stone fﬁm.nomwmmdoﬂmmlptmummnnttwﬂe. Remains
ol'ammbolofo(humdembmldinpmdiateﬂmth:duhadbommextemiwmonsﬁcmbmmm
the beginning of the christian era,

Vide Archaeological Dept. File No: EC/B/E{27 folios 43, 107, 109 and 42,

Pp. 8790 of Appendix D.

13. SANGAMANKANDA

Three miles away from the Pottuvil - Akkaraipattu main road is situated Sangamankanda with the
remains of a few ancient stupas and some monastic buildings. These ruins which are the remains of an early
monastic establishment belongs to the early Anuradhapura perfod. The site is replete with minor antiquities
such as ancient brick-bats, tiles, &c,, The non Buddhists who had come into occupation pose a threat to the
existing ruins at the Site,

Vide Annual Report of the Archacological Commissioner, 1928.29. p.6.
P. 91 of Appendix D.

14, KOTTADICOLAI

The new Hindu Kovil called Tantos-isvara-kovil in Kottadicolal in the district of Batticaloa has been
mmmuunmofmmmmm Amonsthnnmnimnthelitema\’mnmof
astupu.ancimtbrubm,noncpinm,smnemumdnmpemund. The kovil is extensive and very well
developed. The Yupa stone (stone pillar of the stupa) indicates that the ﬁupobolwtothsenﬂenphmof
stupa construction in Sri Lanka.

Vide Archacological Dept, File No: EC/B{27 folios: 96, 98.
Pp. 92.94 of Appendix D.

15. NILAVERI

Nilaveri is situated % mile away from Puttur in the Jaffna District, There is an ancient well aad
foundaﬂomofmmhntmtmbytheadeofmmnodhﬂm. To the west of the Bodhi tree are
fmwofmmmndbﬁckamMﬂomﬂnM.AMm Buddha statue
recovered from the site is exhibited in the Jaffna archaeclogical Museum,

Vide Archacological Dept. No: EC/B/N/56 folio: 73 (Reverse).
P, 96 of Appendix D,

16. NELUGALA

Nelugala situated in the Batticalos District is a vast ancient monastic complex which contains the
remains of several stupa mounds and image houses. The ancient caves with dripledges which had served as
monastic  cells of Buddhist monks and natural water holes situated on the extensive rocky area bespeak the
umq\myofu\eplaecwhichgonbuktolheﬁnﬁofﬂwinuodwum of Buddhism to Sri Lankain the 3rd
Century B.C. Buddha statues and several other objects of antiquity and religious worship are missing from
the site, An inscription of the 2nd Century A.D. at the site recordls grants to the monastery. The Site is being
occupled by non Buddhist squatters and a modern Hindu Kowil has been constructed covering the remains of
a vihars,

Vide Archaeological Dept. File No: EC/BJE{27 folios: 71,181, 47-50, '72,21.10.12,142,ISA.B,C and 36.
Pp, 99-113 of Appendix D.

17. TARAVAKULAM

vankuluninandem:itedtmtedonthemadtovmulhroughVakancliinuuMduloa
District. Stone pﬂhnmdmumimofothumeiem buildings are visible at the site, From the existing
remains nkwidemdmﬂnﬂuwumcnndemwad\bdouadloﬂnnﬂyMundhmn

Dept. File No: EC/BJE27 folios: 179,180.

Vide Archacological
Pp. 114, 115 of Appendix D
XX
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18, KAVUDAGALA

The rock out-crop of Kavudagala is situated in the vicinity of the tank called Omandiamadukulam on
the Trincomalee road from Valaichchensi in the District of Batticaloa. The stupa mound on one of the
hillocks has been dug into by the treasure hunters, The site is replete with guard stones, stone pillars and other
remains of ancient monastic buildings. The plain guard stones and 2 moostone at the site have been removed
to be used as an altar stone of a modern Hindu Kovil. In the process a guardstone and a few steps have been
broken and damaged. The bricks of the ancient stupa have been used for the construction of a modern house,
Vide: Archaeological Dept. File No: EC/B/E/27 folios: 177, 178.

Pp. 116,117 of Appendix D

19. KIRIMETI ARU

Kirimeti Aru is a place situated three miles away from Pottuvil in the Amparai District. The site which
contains a stupa mound is being used as a large cattle shed st present. By the side of the stupa mound are a
few stone pillars and the ruins extend even to the adjoining lands,

Vide: Archaeological Dept. File No: EC/B/E/27 folio: 177.
Pp. 117,118 in Appendix D.

20. NEDUNKERNI

The ancient Buddhist monastic site of Nedunkerni is situated between the 20-21 mile posts on the
road to Vavuniya from Mullative. Ruins of an ancient stupa and an extensive monastic cstablishment are at
the site, There are various architectural members such as ancient balustrades, guardstones, &c., scattered in a
large area. A 4th century A.D. rock inscription at the site registers @ donation to the monastery, The ruins
belong to a very early period, most probably to the carly Anuradhapura period.

Vide Archaeological Dept. File No: EC/B/N/57 folios: 7, 46-48, 31,
Pp. 119-123 of Appendix D

21, MOHANTANKULAM

There are the remains of several ancient stupas in the site called Mohantankulam in Vavuniya. The
entire area with ruins has been fenced and barbed wired and the place i being used as a large cattle shed, The
modern Hindu Kovil which has been constructed in front of the site is within the ancient vihara premises which
still contains 3 Bodhi tree and a foot-print stone. The sacred foot-print stone indicates that the site has been
in active religious worship since the beginning of the christian era,

Vide Archaeological Dept, File No: EC/B/N/27 folios: 120, 121,
Pp. 78,79,124 of Appendix D

22. TADIKULAM

Approximately two miles north towards Jaffna on the Vavuniya-Jaffna road is situated a site with the
remains of an ancient stupa, an image house, an inscription and other ruins which is being used as a private farm,
The inscription belongs to the 2nd Century A.D. and records a grant to an ancient monastery which had been at
the site. The inscription has now been removed to the residence of the Government Agent, of the District. The
remains belong to the early Anuradhapura period.

Vide Archseological Dept. File No: EC/B/N/57 folios: 224, 208,220,
Pp. 125.128 of Appendix D

23. SAMUDRAGIRI

Samudragiri situated about nine miles away from Seruvila is the ancient sea-port called Lankapatuna
where there are the remains of an ancient stupa and an image house, A modern Hindu Kovil is being construct-
ed at the place. The place was hallowed by the landing of the Kalinga Prince and Princess who brought the
sacred Tooth-Relic of the Buddha to Sri Lanka in the 3rd Century A.D. There had been an ancient port and
1 port city at the place. (Dathuvamsa, p.42, Vide p.129 Appendix D) The ruins with the stupa mounds belongs

to the carly Anuradhapura period.
Vide Archacological Dept, File No: EC/B/14 (i) folios: 79,80,
Pp. 130-133 of Appendix D

24. SUNETHRAVEWA

Sunethravewa is situated in Kantalai in the district of Trincomalee. A modern Hindu Kovil has been
comstructed covering the Buddhist monuments at the site. Architectural members of ancient Buddhist
monuments are scattered all over the place and have been used in the construction of the new Kovil building,
Moonstone slabs, lotus pedestal stones and other antiquities are found in abundance at the site.

Vide Archacological Dept, File No: EC/BfE/26 (ii), folios: 106-108,111.
Pp. 134-137 of Appendix D
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APPENDIX D

\
{ /- (Copy)
\ﬁléﬁ e zy @dy No. K.P,10. X

" Your No, L.F,2035 of 14-8-50.
The Assistant Government Agent,
Trincomaelee,

RUINS - SERUVILLE JUNGLE.

I inspected the ruins pointed by the writer, The
following is my report:

1, "garshs-Sondi(Boar Spout)" lies to the west of ihe
Vihara compound, It is s water hole in the shape of a boar
Yihaex between two huge rocks, 10' x 10' snd sbout & foot deep
There sre holes in the roc: along the water spout, probably
used to support & canopy. within sbout 20 yerds of it there
is the "Gelge", which is a huge rock cave with inscriptions,

2.2 To the south of the Vihars premises there is a small
pond 10' x 10' on top of & rock, This may be & bathing
pond cut in the rock,

3. Close to this there is enother huge rock with two
openings &t the bottam. It mey bave been used as a cave
dwelling, &nd may or may not contain inscriptions etec.

4. "Sinna Kovil" is o mound, probably the ruins of a
dagoba, situated between the road to Seruville and the Allai
Tank,

5. The sacred bo-tree at Kiliveddy is close to the road
and is surrounded by short granite pillars, The tree is an
old one.

6. There is said to de a rock pond about two miles to the
east of the Vihara premises inaccessible to the jungle. Mr
Wickramasuriya himself, has not seen this,

Phere are. likely to be other ruins not seen by anyone

apround the Vihara premises. It is worthwhile investigating
the area three miles around the Vihara, Sketch annexed.

sgd/ N.Sivagnenasunderam
Mutur, 8-9-50. D.R.0. Kod, Pattu,
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The chief incumbent of the Seruvita T le to which the © Bodhi tree belonged,
complaining to the Commissioner of Archieo on August 3., 1976 about the destruction

caused to the Bodhi tree.
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The letter of the Government Agent of Trincomales dated October 08, 1964, o the
Sccretary, Ministry of Cultural Affairs, stating that the Bodhi trec in front of the

Konesvaram Kovil had been dﬂtmyed,
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The report of the Archacological Commissioner senit 10 the Secretary, Ministry of
Cultural Affairs, on 16th December, 1980, on the historicity of the ancient site situated

within the Fort at Trincomalee,
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The anclent Gokamna Vihara ond Trincomaloe

The area within and around the Fort Fredrick in Trincomalec has been
jdentified as the ancient district of Gokamna( the Pali form is Gokanna)
mentioned in the Chronicles (Mahavamsa and Culavamsa) ond in the mediaeval
insoriptions, Several pre=christian Brohmi (ancient Sinhala) inscriptions
and pbout 150 gnoient sites with visible Buddhist remains discovered in the
area points to the faot that there bt cxistod Sinhalese Buddhist scttloments
in Trincomglee ot least since the 2nd century B, @,, if{ not {rom 5th cantury
B.B.

A Sonskrit inscriotion written in Grantha charactors of the 13th century
discovared within Fort Prodrick gives the name of tho site as Gokarmna, which
is undoubtédly the ancient neme of modem Trincomalee,

2, The etymological equivolent in Sinhalose of Gokenna is Gona, which is the
main element in the Tamil Tiruk-kong-mglod, which has been Anglicised aos
Trincomales, Jiru moans 'sacrod’ snd mglal 'hill', the name thus meaning 'the
sacred hill of Ema', which laat results from the tronsliteration into Tomil
characters of the Sinhalese Gang. In Tomil the sound 'ga' is written with the
lotter 'ka'.

. Mahavamsa mentims Gokanna in connectin with the rcligious activitiea
of king Mahasena (3rd century A.D, ). There wo ore told that king Mohosena
built the Gokanna Vihoba ofter having demolished the shrines of gods de s
The t8ka or the commentary to the Mohavomsa which explains the rclevant
couplets of the text says that king Mohasona destrayed the shrines of horetios
(thirthokas) of Gokonna and built viharas instesd, Thus the word Sevolgyom in
the text hod been rendered inthe commntary as the shrines of thirthokas(hereticd
Thirthokas were Jains who believed in a difforent form of self purification,
They were never Eindus, Therefore, it is clear that what Mahasena destroyed in
Gokonno wos o thirthakarams, a shrine of heretics(Jains), and not a Hindu Xovil,

g _The portuguese historion De Jueyroz in his book "Temporal and Spiritual
@onquest of Ceylon'has recorded the type of raligious institution which hod
existod during the time of their arrival in Sri Lonka. According %o him it is
evident thot Oonstantine de Ban hod demoloshed a Buidhist templs at Trincomalee
to build a fortress, Queyros is very clear in his desoriotion of the location
ond the pagoda or the temple which hod been destroyed by the Portuguese. He while

desoribing the pagoda ot Trincomalee says clearly that Goneses and terunnonses
of the seot § Buidhum lived thers. Accomling o the glomsary of Portuguese Asiati
e mowda [ & B Dalasda) Aanasas ol tammnsnaes were inferior mnd superior
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Buidhist monks,

In faot, Quayros gives a very interesting story obout the pagoda at
Trincomales, where he soys that Francis Xavier hod successfully attempted
to convert o terunnanse, sBuldhist monk who was the chief incumbent of the
place. Thersfore, it is defenite that what the Fortuguese hod destroyed wos
o pagida whirs Buddhist monks lived and it wes defenitely a Buddhist mamoatery
whioch would have been the anoiemt Goksnna Vihara whioch existed oontinuously
up to the 17th ocentury till it was destroyed by the Portuguese o bulld their
fort at Trincomales,

' The commantary $o the Chronicle states thaot Gokanna Vihora was situated
m Lhw wastein uoust, wl wus olose 40 the vhiiogs f the sem= ngee, Thie
authority slso infofins us that Ponduvasudeva, the swoond king of Geylm, end
his retinue, after landing at the mouth of the Mohoksndara river ( o wmowy»
for Mghavoligonga), went to Gokanna Tittha on their way to Upatissagamo.

~ The segdonst ond the river bank near Gokanna are mentioned in the
Culavemss as the some of magical rites which gained for Mahanaga( 8th omt, )
wnd Munavosme (#7th sent. ), respectiwely, tha €hrana of Caylon.

.. Menavommas son, Aggabodhi V ( 8th oent.’ comstruoted o Pedhomaghara
(meditation hall) for the monastery ot Gokanna, Parakromebohu I (12th cent, )
is said %0 have stationed military forces fron Gokanna o Vilgamuva,

. The excavatioms oanducted by the Bepartuent of Archoeology within the
#ort Fredrick area has exposed the fomdations of mmomastic estoblishment
which could be reasanobly identified with the remaina of the seditation hall
built by Aggabodhi V in the eighth century. Thase axcavations were later suspendd .,
Buldha satws belmging to the serly Ohristion era 90 have been discovered
fram tha site.

It is true that there had been o Hindu Kovil at Trincomales as mentioned
in tha devotlonal hyans of Tirmanosambandar ond in oertain other Puronams
which could bs dated to the 7th and 14th osnt. A.D, respectively, Hindu legends
connect it with Puranic heroces ond events. The Nilaweli insoription (Sonskrit
and Tomil) of the 12%h cantury mentions the existence of a Shaiva shrine ot
Trincomales, But, the aite of that XKovil connot be identified with the site of
the newly bullt kovil which oontains soms Hindu bronses temporarily losned
by the Departmant of Archosology. Tha original site of khe lingg\ 1 hos yet

(@2

to be discovered. g7 e 1=
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158 EPIGRAPHIA ZEYLANICA [voL. 111

No 18. KUCCAVELI ROCK INSCRIPTION. (4.S.7, No. 38z)

By S. PARANAVITAN .
Epigraphical Assistant to the Archaeological Commissioner.

N the sea-beach in front of the rest-house at Kuccavéli—a small fishing-

village in Kaddukkulam East, twenty-one miles to the north of Trincomali,
there is a cluster of gneiss boulders among which are several rock caverns of
various fantastic shapes. A few yards to the west of this main group of rocks,
there is a small boulder sloping fawards ; and two or three yards in front of it is
a second boulder. Thus, the area between the two forms a hollow which is now
partly filled with sand. On the sloping side of the first boulder, an area of
about four feet square has been partitioned into sixteen compartments of equal
proportions, within each of which is carved in low relief the representation of
a stipa. The inscription under discussion is engraved to the left of this
sculpture. Dr. E. Miiller has included this record as No. 108 of his Ancient
Inseriptions in Ceylon ; but gives neither the text nor the translation ™.

The epigraph which consists of eight lines, covers an area of 11 in. by &; in.
The surface of the rock was cut smooth before the writing was executed ; and
the letters though shallow, are, thanks to the sheltered position of the rock, in
a fairly good state of preservation. The letters are unusually small—the
smallest about one-fourth of an inch in height and the largest less than an inch.
Sufficient attention has been paid to calligraphy; and this record is one of the
best executed among the hundreds of epigraphs in the island.

The characters used in this record belong to a script not known from any
other document and call for special remarks. Some of them bear a close
resemblance to the corresponding forms of the early Grantha alphabet of South
India; but the script, as a whole, is by no means identical with any of the
known South Indian alphabets. The earliest specimens of the Pallava Grantha,
as shown in the inscriptions of the Dharmmarijaratha at Mamallapuram %, show

Dr. Maller’s description of Kuccavéli and its inscription rums:  * Kucchawelli, 22 miles north of
Trincomalee on the sea side. This is a solitary rock close to the sea which bearsa fragment of an
inscription in the characiers of the seventh century, The coumry is now inhabited almost exclusively
by Tamils, but at that time it must have been Sinhalese, as we can see not o1 'y from this inscription
but also from the remains of a buddhist temple foun. at Namand Kovi! a' i three miles west of
Nilawelli (8 miles from Trincomalee) and close to the bund of the Periyanauian tank.

! See Bihler’s Palae -_:m}bie. Plate VIL
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more developed and more florid forms than those of our record, The closest

parallel to the
votive inscriptions on the pavement slabs of th

script of the present inscription is found, so far as 1 know, in the
e Yatila digaba at Tissamaha-

rama'; | give below in tabular form all the characters occurring in this record.

30
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ka 4 4sa 1
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el 7 ¢

na O na N1) uyuy

la & M R D) e
da { Q du & ddha &

i 8

na ) ur():. e 8 ” Ok "MS ’”’“k
G my ml el
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sa &J  sa W) sya%
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A 8.7, Nos. 194-396.
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As a general charactistic, the letters avoid, as far as possible, the horizontal
strokes which are a marked feature of the script from the first to the fifti
centuries. As a censequence of this tendency, the short horizontal bar at the
top of the letters hits almost disappeared, while the hook which took its place
in the writing of the eighth century and after has not yet developed.  Some of
the letters such as «, {a, fa, na, va, and ra, are identical with the symbols for
these letters in inscriptions of the first five centurics of the Christian era. Aa
and 7a, owing to the absence of the upward curve of the tail, show a more archaic
type than even their second-century forms. On the other hand, za, #a, pa and
sa have here assumed forms which occur in inscriptions of the ninth century.
Ya and dha of our record supply the intermediate stage through which the
second-century forms of these letters changed into the mediaeval symbols. Our
record, being in Sanskrit, furnishes several examples of conjoint consonants
which the Sinhalese inscriptions of the early centuries cannot show. In the
early writing, the medial vowel signs for a, i, ¢, and o were attached to the
letter itself. By the ninth century, these are generally detached. The present
record furnishes examples of both these methods, though the former pre-
dominates,

From the above remarks about its palacography, it becomes clear that this
epigraph is later than the fifth and earlier than the eighth century. The
contents do not furnish us with any clue enabling us to date it more precisely ;
but, judging by the degree of the development shown in the script, we cannot
be far wrong in ascribing it to the seventh century. This makes it the earliest
Sanskrit inseription known in Ceylon.

As has already been stated, the document is in Sanskrit and consists of
two verses in the Upajati and Vasantatilaka metres. The orthography and
grammar are correct and the diction faultless if we leave out of consideration the
pronoun fam after jinendratit, which evidently was put in to make up the
required number of syllables for the metre.

The contents are of no historical interest. The record merely states the
pious wish of the author that by the merit he has wained, evidently hy making
the representation of the «/#pas. he may become a Buddha in the future for
the deliverance of suffering humanity. The Bodhisattva ideal thus extolled and
the use of the Szuskrit lansiage may perhaps ivsufy us in belicving that its

author was of Mahavana tendencies,
31
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TEXT.

Anena duhkham vyapaniya sarvvarh

punyena lokasya sukharh samagram (%)

davnh prabhur fjanmani janmani syan

sada ksamavi karundanvito' ham (")

Punyena marave dosa ripan ancea

jitva pardrm samadhigamya jinendratam tam (i*)
Samsara-pamka-visarid-ahamzuddhareya-
-msiritam jaganzmama mahd-karuna-karena W) -

-1 S U e D0~

@w

TRANSLATION.

[Verse 1] By this merit, may I be able, in every succeeding rebirth, to
relicve all the suffering of the world and to bestow complete happiness [on
humanityl.  [May T also always] be full of forbearance and compassion.

{Verse 2] By this merit, may I vanquish the foes, Maira .. .. .. and sin;
and having attained to that supreme state of Buddhahood, may I, with my hand
of great compassion, deliver suffering humanity from the extensive quagmire of
sausarda.

' Metre Upagats,
* Metre Vasantalilaka.

28



The report of the Archacological Officer at Trincomalee dated October U6, 1978,

about the ancient remains at Sembimalal. He testifies for the existence of a Buddha
Statue at the Site.
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The Government Agent, Trincomalee, in his report dated October 31, 1978, to the
Archacological Commissioner  says that 3 Buddha Statue which had been in situ at
Sembimalai Site is missing when he inspected the Site.
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The report of the Archaeological Officer at Trincomalee dated December Sth 1978,
saying that the Buddha Statue at Sembimali has been destroyed by vandals and the remains
at the site too have been disturbed.
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The Gover ¢ Agent Tri lee repnrling to the Commissioner of Archaeology
on August 04, 1978, about the ancient remains at a place called Vilankuiam, He further
states that the Site had been occupied by unauthorised persons.
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The Secretary of the Congress of Buddhist Societies in State Corporations reporting
to the Hon, Minister of Cultural Affairs about the construction of an unauthorised Kovil
at the ancient Site of Kurundanmalai, His letter dated September 01, 1981,
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The report of the Archaeological Officer dated March 02, 1979 at the Site of Samalan-
kulam re the excavation of the stupa mound at the Site.
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The Government Agent, Vavuniya, reporting to the Commissioner of Archacology on
October 10, 1978, about the construction of a new Kovil within a site containing the
remains of an ancient Buddhist monastery,
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Police reports and inquiry notes dated 17.11.1978 about the building of a new Kovil
and damaging the ancient remains at the Site of Samalankulam.

Polioce sStatisa
Voruniye 17.11.78.

e |

jepaging en sacient Menument

ﬁ"l On 18,10.78 Un reosipt of 4n infermatien,by Mr.M.C.Neadis

Vovuniye to the erfuct that the ruins of sn ancieat Dcgsba has
Been domoged ond s Hindu Kovil is being puilt ever this ruins, he
cleng with G.A.Vevuniys .Additisncl G.A.Vevuaim and ¢ Fellioe Porty
viaited the seene which ic ot @ Villsge called Scaclenkules shich is
ahout 4 miles Seuth of Vavuniys and chout 3 miles intcrior frem
Vovuniys Hercespethano Read,It wes sbeerved that the ancieat ruims
of Dogeba which hed beea situated en 8 flat reck chsut 158 yurds frea
Scmelonkulem tank had been dmcged.On the Herth aide oceraar,ef this
rock there had beca o Mount sade of the stones resembli e ahoitys and
this has boen breken up,and the stehes have bech resoved .Oa the
Weatren side of this reck, & Hindu Kevil hes beea put up,whioh is
pertially cospleated.Seme of the stonss remsved frea the ancient Chaity
-8 were found by the side of this Hindu Kevil, indiceting thet théee
stenes have besa used te built the half «sted Hindu XKevil.Behind
this ,hold cempleated Hindu Xevil en the there is & flight of &
stanes steps which sppesrs to w: an onciunt werk.lhere was alse an
sncient Pillaij)er,the refadie of an oncieat bilding,The stones ot thias
site by their gjpesrance,structure, and sizes are sncient enes used
during the times of Singholesc Kings,0n of theme stones has buen taken
chirge of o & productisna,

avoile (1) Mr.M.C.Mendis,8.P.Kegalle will speck to the
foots e stated showve.

(2) H.Piyseena,lnapector of Antiguities, of
Archavlogical Dept,Calesbe,lnspuoted the aite
on the instruotiela af G.A.Yovuniye,cnd steted
that this ruing are over @ thouscnd ysars site,which sdid follen inte r
reins.le furtber said thet these ruins belong te .be Adurcdapura Ares.

(3) 7. thiyagre Jah of Samanslcnkulsm, Vevaniys
stoted that this Kevil wes bullt by the
Villagers and thet ene lond Mester wes the lecder of the Xovil
Building Preject,

(4) .8 . kcndiah of Homsleankulsm stated that he i

o resident of Scsaloniulam (rpm 1940 snd that

he 19 swary of the exiastanoce of these ruins
froa 1949, rea thet time ,they hed pleced & reck stoas and offered
POOA st thig spet te GANA DEEYO.IN 1976 the pecple of the Village
wanted & permanants Kevil bailt st this spet.Accerdingly ene Ram
Shommugom Alics Lond Moster storted colleoting meney frem the Villegers
and the work ond the Kevil wes started in 1976 ond up te date thias
Kovil is being Wuilt.He stated thet he was not cwere whether this spet
wa @ &n anol Dagede ruins,but was under the Lmpresaion that this lane
whare the Kevil was being build hed been given by the Goverment to
the Villagers to wuild the Kovil.

(8) S.Jecod Ecvaretnam, Graac Seviks of Asikulsms
stoted thot he hed been the G.8.fer px this
particuler Ares fer the last § years. TEmil people .n the areo used to
cull this spot ss Nei-Paltu -Kollu.The seaning ef shich he Jdoss net koo
e alse stoted thet in 1963 the Gevermsent give Xxidxs lands te the
landiess vhkllegers st Scmsloakulem, From thet tims the Celsalsts

Aterted te sifer Feplc at thiz apat,te Game Deviye in 1976, the Villegs:
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collected nensy Sad started te Buil@ & permsnant Kovil ot this spet.
In 1976 there wes arsp fallure due te & ssvere drought and the
Geverment gave relect werk ts the Celsnist,with the permissinm of the
then D.R,0f the ares,sne Mr.Siscsundersm,the Villegesra werked bulldiny
this “Kovil oa the releaf werk.Rasu Shenmugm Aliss Lond Master
ecsllected funds frem the Villageras te duild this Kevil.iines the D.E.0.
wag aware of thig building of this kevil he did net imferm ény
suthority abeut this.Alms in 1l'ugu't of this reck were plastered by
Exesutive Engincer ,Vevuniy cnll the kublle wea made use of the build
resds.H¢ was Dot cwere timt this plece centiin &ay ruins »f & ancieat
Dagoba .

() G.P.Kulantheivel mxx Viyupuri eof Ilsmaradankal
~a Vavuniya Stated thet he knews this spet fre
-a his ohildhoed,that idé fer the last sheut 16 years.He is nssea by
profesaien.On imstructisn Resu Shomsugem Alias Land NMosterp he did the
mesenery werk of thhs EKevil on o valBifory basis.

(7) Kevindapillali Parasesethy »f Samslankulem
Veavuniy stated that from 1962 he used te
of for Poejss te Gama Deviys ot this site.In 1976 under the Leademzship
of Rogu Shonsmgem Alisse Lamnd Master,he alse ocentributed in cesh and
worked in duilding this kovil en velantarily basis.

(8) G.N¥adesepillai of Kevil Putimiulom Vovanige
steted that he wes born in this village which

adjeins Bameslonkulam,The people in the visinity used te effer Posjes
te Goma Dehiye ot thi: reck, and tiat eme Muniyondy msxx Nogamuthm
whe is einoe dcocomed,adted cg Possari at this Kevil.In 1976 the
Villagers decided to Build & persanant Kevil.he saw to Meunts ressmblin
-g to large antihills en th&s reck and they decided to toke this earth
for the purpese_of duilding the temple.shilt digging thuse twe Meunts,
they came & Bcrees stones used in amcieot times for bullding purpssses.
But he was not sure te which religiesus deneminction this ruins bolongs
to.If he knew that these were the ruins of an anclent Suddist shrine
he would net hev. Jeimt this prsject.ln 1976 there wes & are p fallure
duc to 8 severs dreught and the Governaent geve relecf werk to the
colenist.lHe give @ letésris to the then D,i,0 of the area requesting
permissien te ereot o kevil.The« L,K.C.8ppreved this.He said timt be mam
would preduce this latter later to the Pelice.With Govermeat releaf
work y oleiredup rock and sterted te built the Levil.Resu Shanmugaa
soted as & iroEsurer while M.5.Kcndish,Sethy,Wlckneswarain tnd Mosrthy
advios them in building up of the Kevil.

(9) M.Sivasithempalam,A. 88 thiyaps s K. Mohagwery,
K.Meansmany,Kengrume g L.8athiyupsas M. Kethiravel ,V,Thaskiah,V . Keadagsony
h.Konagerastnam, K. S«nathire joh 811 of emalenkula s atcted that they
worked im building thie Lovil on & velsntsrily sesls,

W‘t Kssu Zxhmmmpns naugem Alies Lend Moster of
melnkules Stoted that he came to Vevuniya in 1972 end teek wp
Presedents a8t Scmalankul ae,When he ocme to this Village ,he netiosd that
the Villagers were affering Poejas 6t this xasak reok heving pleovd

s pé%ee of reck sn it.The Posjes were sffared ts Genc Deviye..In 1976
the Villsgers sterted ts build o Permonant Kavil,One Munimady dogamuth
-u gince deccosed wea coting as ¢ Posaary end he whe wented & perasasat
Kovil putup here.,After he desd,Fe¢ octed cs & leadepx ond started ts bui’
-d of this Xovil with th¢ agsistences of the Villagers.lc is net aware
whether any pernissian weas obtained te put up this Kovil.
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mu‘h @hen D,i,0.,8emalenkulem,hee since retired snd
o8 e 1 8 Dot Buen rucordud yet,T.Ncdesapillal,who scid tha®
be obtained written permisaisn frem then Dl K.QO,Mr.Soms sundsrem,under
tosk to preduce the latter of cutherity given »y the then D,K,0.But
he hes 89 far f8ilud te produce this documents,The laspeoctor eof
Antiquitiocs dees Dat say that this &n Archeclogictl Leserve.Any hew
this spot would fell undur the definitien Menument @a duscribed in
QAP 188-Bert VIII(Interpretstiasn) of Antiquities,Section 48 of the
Legiglative Enscevment of Cuylon.l suggust that tﬂia 25X fuil »e
farwerded to the Archasslegicsl Commisioner lor hia opinien plegse.

Hesdguarter-Inspector of Folice
Vevuniya.

r‘:' "*., b fr\.' ‘,l__
Pulukunawa is situated in the village of Pulukunawa in the
Eruvil Porathivu and Manmunai Pattu A@A's Division in the distriot of
o
Batticalos. The site is approsched tho Aspara=lhana rosd turning off

at a point goout 18 miles from Ampara.

4 Sulikunawe arasaeslugicas reserve ig a large faressed hill on
tha Southorn scarp i which iz o i rge number of driplaiged caves.
Many of theso caves boar pro-chriostian inscriptions which record the donation
of the cavos 15 Duddhist monks, In the {iat area south 3t the hill are
tho reugins of a nunber of anciunt strusturcs, Among thea: are a dagoba
dug ints by the troasuse hunters, sxo pillered atructuces ad a dried
pond, The moat important monument at the site 1s an Asanaghora with an
Bsens (stone-seat) of 14ft 2 inchcn by 6 fect 2inches, (Sve attached
Gescription marked z and plan and photogrephs marked B and G respectivedy).
The structures at the sitc are ;1"” by a prakars (sncicnt boundary wall),:
On inscriptional avidenoo available at the sitc the historicity of the
site gocs bagk to the pre-christian aera. Certain othur ruins at the cite

would Lo dated Lo the 6tn, 7th and Bth centuries.
2 . ap
Ve ot 2

I %When the mite was inspacted n the L5th the ruins on the
hillosk hed bean disturbod by an unauthorised chena ouitlivation. QGne
Sembukutty wh) clalus hinsclf as he watchor rcsides au tho eite. One large
Spur s%anc noas the stohe zcal and Sheos olher ztone pillars have boen
romoved sl takon away. Atiempts have bucn made €0 romove three other
pillars and sather spur stone, ' s,
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Mahatgals or Sentimalal 1S

Tnis site is situated about & miles beyond Pulukunawa towards
Batticsloa inaide the jungle, Site is approschable ihrough o new gravel
reed thoough the Jjungle to Batticaloa,

In an area of about 25 asres remains of anciant bulidings are
visible and most of the ruins foumd on the hillock at the entrance to the
site had boon disturbed and damagod by modorn bullding amotivitica, These
now Hindu Kowils have come up on three anoient imago houscs. The billock
in front of theso Kovils too contain a large modern kovil, The ruina
boyond the anclont pond in front of tho kovil are not ddsturbed, but it is
ovgdnt that the expanding building sotivitics at the sito are going to
dilodgze those monumonts in the near future. On the roaky area boyond the

°w‘d' M a'l.l.

pond are sccn thrwe double~plat™form bukldings snd remains of scveral

other analent structures which belonzes to the 7th, Sth centuries AD,

There are a number of pillard structures inside the jungle which have been
encrfached here and there by Temil people most probably {rom Batticaloa area.
The double = platform buildings availeble at the site are very much similer
to the buildings at the Western momastories in Anursdhapura but archaic in
type and are the only examples of this type s0 far discowored in the region
aceording to My, C, X codakumbura, the former Archaeological Commissioner,

(See relevant scction in annuIZDE\uknﬂ Datt’ s p_\

= = —
f’//
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Kanchikudichehi A Jitc =\
Kanobikudichohi Aru is a proposed archzeologioal site situated
in the Tirukkovil A.G.A.'s Divigion in the Amparas District, The site is
aporoashed on tho gravel rosd from Ksnchankudi junction on the Akkarapattu
Pottuvil rasd, Tho site has boan sarveyed in 1974 to be dcelared as en
archaeological resorve., There hod been o dclay in the handing ovcr of the
site to the Dopartment of Archgeology as it was .iscoverod that tha file
and the relevart popers in the Ampara Kachoheri are missing, Action has
now boen taken to remedy the situstion.

At Kanchikudi aru the remains of ancient monuments arc found on
two hillocks situated on either side of the tank bund, Gn the hillook
on the laft hand side are situated an ancient stupa mound whiech had been
dug into by treasure huntors, It is about 20ft in height at the wmoment,
On the summit of the hillock are the remains of an ancient structure on
which a new kovil is being built by curtain pesple in the area, Two f1oMp
alters or sneient stone slabs have boon used in the kovil o»s a landing step
and as an alter stone for a statue. The surrounding area is replcte
with ancient orick=bats. There are a few stone pillers inside the thicket
closer to the dagaba mound,
e On the other rock out-crop are cleven oxcavate! caves of which
3% oontains a pre=christian Brahmi inscription, It resords the gift of
the cave and the tank to the Buidhist monks. Originally there would have
existed a forest monastery at the site. The historieity o1 tnc site goes
back to pre-christian times on the inscriptional evidenca, The ston slabs
found at the site gre of a later date, ie., oirea 8th century A.D,

A esdjon shed erected on top of the second hillock will get itself
doveloped into a flourishing Ganesh kovil in the near futuro,
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are broudor than the rest. The larger windows on the eastern and sonthern walls were placed i arched
niches ; and at the corresponding poirt on the western wall there ix a stone staircaso built in the
thickness of the wall. leading to the upper storey. Kight of the steps are <till dw widie.  Abont 35 ft.
to the north of this huilding theve ar: vestiges of whitt appears to have been a muraqi. * guardhouse.
To the eust wne the south there are traces of a prilkine, built of roughly hewn glabs of stone. which
enclosed the entire groug of buildings.  The exeavations themsolves did not afford any evidenee to
<how what these huildings are, hug from other renwiins that aee situnted to the south of the exeavations
wo know that this aven formed part of the gronnd of the royal palace. The stone trough of the Royal
Alms Hall, Maki pili,is only 79 vands to tho south-cast of the brick building, and the Temple of the
Tooth is vory close to the Mahapali. Thereforo, whatover purpose the two buildings may have served.
we may safely conelude that thoy formed part of the roysl establishment. At a later date, whun these
buildings had already fallon down, the site had heon oceupied by ordinary houses.  Foundations of
one of these, const ructed of fragnients from tho older structurcs, were disvovered on a higher level.  The
occupants of these honses scem 1o have boen workers in metal. for several specimens of crucibles,
some of them conted with plumbago. were found in the uppar strata. A coin of Lilivati was found in
the same level as these buildings. and thercfore it may be conjectured that these settloments date
from the Polonnarnva epoch or somo time later <till.

The excavations yielded only a few minor antiquities. A complete pot (kaliya) was fov ‘war
the eastern wall of the brick structure at a height of 2 ft. from the original groumd level, Tt wax covered
with a broad-moutherl flat vessel (wismbiliya). Potsherds of & coarse type were found in considerable
numbers on the upper strata, and fragments of poftery found in the lower strata generally belonged toa
better type of ware, including some examples of very fine texture. ‘Three fragments of gilt pottery
werealsofound. Three fragmients of a broad-hrimmed type of ware. red ontside and hlack mside. had
Brahmi fetters of the 2nd contury inetsed om them. These were fonund at a comparatively upper
stratum which cammot be earlier than the 13th century. and presumably must have been throwit up in
digging the place for foundations of later buildings. Larger and hetter specimens of thix ware might
be found when the excavations reachvarlier strata.  Beadsofyarvionspatterns and sizesand of different
materials, such as paste, erystal. jade. agate. and a methyst. were fonnd sporadically,  An teresting
find was & thin circular plate of gold about § in. in diameter with the fignreof alion hetween two lamp-
stands embossed on it [t was probably a seal.

While cutting a trench to drain off the rain water from the excavated area. we came aeross an
ancient subtorran:an street-drain, it was formeil of forra cotta pipes each about a foot long. socketed
to oach other. il laid on slabs of stone,  Only three pipes wore in position and attempts to trace the
drain further proved froitless. .\ similar drain-jipe was brought. to light by the action of the i
water, in i ancicnt street south of the Rankot Vehera at Polonnaruva, during the same year. The
conservation work at the ** Ransimaligava” at Polonmarava disci od n vertical drain-pipe. in one of
the buildings. to (lrin off the water from the upper storey.

- - D N e T D
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(b) Exploration—The Epigraphical ASSISIANT Was ON TOUT JTUIL GULD 1% v muey 2vr sv=vs
during which period he inspected 23 ancient sites in the Eastern Province, 6 in the Southern,
and 2 in Uva, and collected 32 inscriptions. He was ain on circuit from August 26 to
September 5, 1929). when he visited 15 places in the Kurunf District and collected 33 inscriptions.
Besides. he visited Mahakanadariva near Mihintale and Viyaulpota near Inadmaluva to copy two
pillar inscriptions reported from these two places. The Vamniah of Kilakkumalai and the Rate-
mahatmaya of Vimnihatpattu rendered valuable assistance to the Epigraphical Assistan! duriug his
tours in their respective divisions.  Of the places visited the fullowing deserve speeial mention :—

Nitupatpina, near Tiriyii in Kilakkumalai, Trincomalee District —On the top of a hill known to
the villagers as Kandasamimalai there is a vafadig® consisting of a rinall stupa. now redueed 1o a
heap of bricks, and concentric bands of pillars round it. The ocapitals of the pillars and their ornawen-
tation are similar to those on the pillars round the Thiiparama Dilgaba at Anuradhapura. Six of the
pillars have been romoved to the village and ut ilized in building the mandapa of the Saiva shrine there,
A flight of stone steps. now disarianged, leails tn the top of the hill, in the slopes of which ave theee
caves containing Brahmi inseriptions. At the foot of the hill there is an ancient bridge

Natawar Kovil. about 3 miles from the Nilavali Resthouse in the same division.— I this
place there are the vemains of an ancient monastery. the brick-built shrine of which is preserved to a
height of about % ft. from the orizinal ground lovel. Near the main entrance of this shrine is a
monolithic cistern measuring G ft. by 4 ft. and 2 ft. in depth. There aro also several stone slabs
and a guardstone bearing Tamil inseriptions dating from the Chola vecupation of Ceylon during
the 11th centur).

Karangu prdui edutta vombu.—This is a place about 2§ miles to the west of the Resthouse at
Katiraveli in the Trincomalee Distriet. Hera are remains of some structures built of rude slabs of
stone. One specimen which s hetter preserved than the others is like a cist. The top slab has beenp
removed some years 1go fo the temple, and the two side slabs have been thrown down by elephants.
‘When complete the structure must have answered to the description of a certain structure nared
Tankitamaiica connected with the Yaksa cult. mentioned by Buddhaghosa in the commentary of the
Sutta Nipata. lLocal tradition cannects the place w ith the exploits of Sugriva and Hanumin. [t is
very probable that these remains hrlong to pre-historie times. and further investigations at the site
will be worth while.

Sasigamankanda, near the easternmost point in. Cevlon.—Remains of a dagiba and several
monastic buildings on a rock to the top of whichsteps lead.  Among the bricks fallen from the dome of
the dagiiba are several containing Brahmi letters of the early centuries of the Christian vra.  To the
west of the dagiba there are the remains of a structare which was elliptical in plan. There are
wveral caves, il some of which are rude drawines and animals. probably made by Viiddas.

Hiibissa. near the Kumbukkan-ganga about 10 miles from the Buttala Resthouse.—There are
two large caves. hoth walled in: one containing 2 gigantic recuibent Buddha image of stucco.  The
walls. built of bricks earlier than the Polonnaruva period, are well preserved with their mouldings and
plaster work. There are also o large dagiba fairly well preserved and several other remains of
monastic buildings all covered in the vegetation.
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The Report of the Assistant Commissioner of Archaeology dated 12-11-79 to the
Commissioner of Archacology about the construction of a Hindu Kovil in a Site where
there are ancient remains of Buddhist monuments. The Site is Kot tadicolai in the district

of Batticaloa.
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The Commissioner of Archaeology reports to the Secretary, Ministry of Cultural
Affairs, about the Site at Kottadicolai and the construction of a new Kovil at the place
covering and damaging the ruins. Letter dated November 13, 1979,
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Rzpon of the Hony, Curator of Ar:haeology dated 5:01-75 to the Comnumoner of

Archaeology about the gﬂe of Nilavery and its ruins and the construction of a new Hindu
Kowil at the Site.
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Reports of Buddhist religious dignitaries, social organisations, Buddhist Societies and
Government Officials which describe the ancient remains at Nelugala and their destruction
by vandals. They request the authorities to take immediate steps to protect the ancient
remains at the Site,
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The communication of the District Judge of Vavuniya dated September 27, 1977 to
the Commissioner of Archacolog‘{srcquesling him to take immediate action to save the Site
of Mohantankulam from the hands of the vandals,
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The rt of the Hon. District Minister dated 19-06-79 10 the Hon, Minister of

Cultural Affairs requesting him to take early steps to protect the ancient remains includ-

ing inscriptions at Tha am.
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e

" Inspection reports of the Government Agent dated 05-03-79 and (he Inspector of
Monuments of the Department of Archaeclogy dated 15-07-79 about the ancient remains at

Thadikulam.
Q:' %08 gnos BI/010/08 b
6(,\ 1979 @Bq 3u 05 B3 2a, :
D@, Smod mcbeqdﬁp’ N
goeBem cmdwdd. i e LR

oie Sd8dnsd nua® nggy ghtam 28 m

77.09.16 D3 Ca m 88/3/0d/57 gedn 3D F0ed wgud yhdsm
pOgRded ¢8ndd oo ooed ghddns, ¢ad Dmscdsd oite cudd In @dde
3390 Dwd ndgy nda ced gdem 5808, 2cd ooygd om ded co Gwmod B6d
oso gfcda gh g ceaddced BEsoe nda ¢ D3min Blsod 69 udw 2D9.

02) mdtned godued ghddy:- DgFmdrmoas med DYEw anded 50
owg® 2 8 eons 6500 80B0 ¢qed v dgee B oéle Zed Febs wmed
ong® 2 8 ol Sooe a8y gdmged eltdDcd ewm BSJ bw oda gdnd 15
ok B gOe8 ub ghiddy god, sdog, »d Bma oda cg ogsd oven mE W
emdnd ggd odd oés ¢¢ coditan ¢edar! mp. 0 gI0CD mG I Doe
ce mdd Bmdan dddwend cudsdded un. oD ool dme 5380 pods
et 38 @0 eoed. Ome OB HF® ndgy cmd mdden podesd 30D odogaqsd.

03) cm83:3i0698 goidyg:- OPRm-ccks med woes 6500 owgd Si
2 ot 5090 6:2985:#0603 co npid mobced D wd 50 20 vik cod
an® 3 omITeDe0d 08 650D mped L 4 ol B0Bd 258w Ssnda dpged
ng@mmd 4.8.padcd dum D34 Dm nde gdEn 'ocded' el G0 »d 200
2 ode 433 Jwecddd 0ife y& Dby Glad gn. 08D odog w cwdadt
cgdemesd go® Dm 538 oem ool 33e@d mBed odd gw. B9 ndgdd
Bmade DedDd n@® ndyg e emd médw nsaRd Mmo.

04) oémIodaed ghddy:- ADE-mess med DR aaded 50 moge
54 4 ods 0 cmBBc@iBe0d co mod mobce ogemed oyl i 2 oes
o0 a8 oomB0dye® dded cqds me @080 ghidy G8k gw. céo
o16d odog 589 madde god, codey uBE omd 'Bdecad' exdBed eco
oddDese oF CiGd. e¥e cdtc mA9 ndgn Péen emd pédén pedead
5380 gdup Sudduogrd 0. (3/

(2. an)
Dgam 2dBdned Emed
B0od; - »
1. emad ¢imd,00amd- c#8 de pddew 5380 ndgg 528 ocgw
2. eCel., Dic.Gecn. - @.od.3. 334 38 dna pcdw B30

0dyq B8 ogm
3. cadnecd (cdD3a) ghbes
o3den- LPEEE O5m.

59



The letter of Hon. C, Cyril Mathew, Minister of Industries and Scientific Affairs
dated 27-04-80 requesting the Commissioner of Archaeology to take steps to excavate
and conserve the monuments at Samudragirl and expressing his wish 10 assist the Depart-
ment of Archacology in its work.
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The letters of the chief incumbent Priest of the Seruvila Temple dated September 22,
1975 and  April 16, 1980 to the Hon. Minister of Cultural Affairs and to the Hon
Minister of Industries & Scientific Affairs about the dzmage caused to the ancient remains
at_Samudragiri and requesting them to order the Commissioner of Archacology to take
effective measures to prolacl':tc ancient monuments at Site,
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The report of the Archaeological Officer of Trincomalee dated 06-06-76 giving 4
detailed account of the ancient remains at Sunethravewa.
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The <tupa at Dighavapt Vihara in ruing

65



Circular-relic-house at Tirlyaya - After conservation
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Buddha Image House at Kuccaveli being excavated
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The restored stupa at Seruvila, The terrace and the other adjacent ruins are being conserved
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The sculpture of sixteen stupas on a rock boulder containing an ancient inscription, Kuccaveli
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An anclent inscription slab lying in the vicinity of the remains of an ancient vihara at Thadikulam
Vavuniya

Remains of ancient Stupas at Kantarodai, Jafina
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Remains of an ancient stone structure at Madukanda Vihara, Vavuniya
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Monument erected to signify the place of the landing of the Bodhi-tree at Sambilthural, Jaffna
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the Buddha Image which had been de:
v 1w

X

The present state of stroyed by the vendals at
St vV
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The ancient inscription indited on a rock boulder at Kuccaveli, An attempt has been made to
obliterate it by the application of 2 coating of tar

Remains of an ancient image house at Tirumangalava, Trincomalee
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he hoad aof the Ruddha Imase st Ftambaoaskads which had heen destroved by vandals
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Remains of a religious building at Seruvila

Piece of a Buddha Statue recovered from Kantarodai, Jaffna
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A restored stupa at Kantarodai, Jaffna

Bricks of an ancient stupa at Nelukkulam, Vavuniya,had been used in a wattle and daub hut at the Site
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Torso of 2 Buddha Statue and two Buddha Heads in situ inside the excavation pit at Kuccaveli,

I'rincomales
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The anclent stupa at Nelukkulam, Vavuniyz, has peen desecrated by the installation of a lance on a
concrete platform on the summit of the stupa
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e entrance flight of stens to the terrace of the Stupa at Nelukkulam. Vavuniva
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Remains of an ancient structure at Rangiri Ulpota, Gomarankadawala, Trincomalee
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Archaeological excavations in progress at Samalankulam. Vavuniva
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Architectural members of & ruined siupa at Kantarodai, Jaffna
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\ pillsr-head from the site of the Ancient Bodhi Tree at Kiliveddi Trincomales
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A Stupa mound before excavation at Samalankulam

<

5

Excavations at Kuccaveli, Trincomalee in progress
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Remains of an ancient building at Seruvila
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Excavations at Kuccaveli, Trincomalee,yielding broken Buddha Statues
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A new Hindu Kovil has been built in an Ancient Site covering the ruins at Allai, Trincomalee

Ancient remains in the vicinity of Dighavapi Stupa, Ampara
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Remains of ancient structures at Madukanda Vihara, Vavuniya
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prepa gZrap

f safeguarding the Cultural Treasures of Srl Lanka would never have been completed in its present form, but l'-o
he assistance and cooperation I received from a number of my colleagues, friends and well wishers, It &
privilege to record here the assistance received from Hon. E. L. B. Hurulle, Minister of Cultural Affairs Whl
indly made available to me through his officials, factual details connected with the ancient sites and monument
entioned here. | also owe a word of thanks to Mr. Walter Ladduwahetty, Secretary to the Ministry of Cultura
Affairs for his invaluable assistance and cooperation. Dr, Saddhamangala Karunaratne, Commissioner o
Archacology deserves a special word of thanks for allowing me to have access 1o official documents and suthori
ing their puhlianon Last bu| not 1hc least, l have to mcmlon the services rcndcrcd by Mr. M H, Smsonu
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